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Disclaimer

This report has been prepared by SLR Consulting LtdWardell Armstrong LLP with all reasonable skill, care and diligence, within

the terms of the Contract with the Client.  The report is confidential to the Client and SLR consulting LtdWardell Armstrong LLP

accepts no responsibility of whatever nature to third parties to whom this report may be made known. No part of this document

may be reproduced without the prior written approval of SLR consulting LtdWardell Armstrong LLP.



Beacon Fen Energy Park
Statement of Common Ground Between the Applicant and Natural England
Document Reference: 8.16



Beacon Fen Energy Park
Statement of Common Ground Between the Applicant and Natural England
Document Reference: 8.16



Beacon Fen Energy Park
Statement of Common Ground Between the Applicant and Natural England
Document Reference: 8.16

......................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

................................................................................
..............................................

....................................................
.......................



Beacon Fen Energy Park
Statement of Common Ground Between the Applicant and Natural England
Document Reference: 8.16

1

1. Introduction

1.1 Overview

1.1.1

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

1.1.5

1.2 The Applicant

1.2.1

1.3 The Site

1.3.1
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1.3.2

1.3.3

1.3.4

1.3.5
Howell immediately to the south-west, with Heckington c. 1.7km beyond;
Ewerby Thorpe immediately to the west, with Ewerby c. 1.1km beyond;
Anwick c. 2.7km to the north-west;
North Kyme c. 2.4km to the north; and
South Kyme c. 1.5km to the east.

1.3.6

1.3.7

1.3.8

1.3.9

1.3.10
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1.4 The Proposed Development

1.4.1

1.4.2

1.4.3

1.4.4

1.4.5

1.4.6

1.4.7

1.4.8
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1.4.9

1.4.10

1.4.11

1.4.12

1.4.13

1.4.14

1.4.15

1.4.16
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1.4.17

1.4.18

Access tracks of between 3.5m to 9m width for construction access and
routine maintenance when operational. Access tracks located adjacent to
drainage ditches will incorporate the necessary ecological, Environment
Agency (EA) and/or Internal Drainage Board (IDB) buffers where
required;  
Boundary treatments, means of enclosure, security measures, and paths;
Landscaping and reinstatement planting and Biodiversity Net Gain
related habitats;
Flood resilience measures including swales and storm water attenuation,
and works to existing irrigation systems;
Utility diversions;
Bunds, embankments, protective works to buildings, maintenance and
improvement of streets; and
Construction related (and decommissioning related) work sites.

1.4.19

1.4.20

1.4.21

1.4.22

1.4.23
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Work No. 1 a ground mounted solar photovoltaic generating station with
a gross electrical output capacity of over 50 megawatts;
Work No. 2 a battery energy storage system compound and
associated works (including fire safety infrastructure);
Work No. 3 development of an onsite substation and associated
works;
Work No. 4 works in connection with electrical cabling and associated
compounds;
Work No. 5 works to the existing Bicker Fen National Grid substation
to create a new generation bay, overhead line tower and cabling and
substation extension;
Work No. 6 various ancillary works relating to the Solar Array Area,
including cabling, fencing, security features, access tracks, watercourse
crossings and landscaping and biodiversity mitigation measures;
Work No. 7 construction and decommissioning compounds in
connection with Work Nos. 1, 2 and 3;
Work No. 8 works to create the Bespoke Access Road;
Work No. 9 areas of habitat management; and
Work No. 10 works to facilitate access to Work Nos. 1 to 9.

1.4.24

1.5 The Development Consent Order Process

1.5.1

1.5.2

1.6 Purpose of this Document

1.6.1
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1.6.2

1.6.3

1.7 Role of Key Stakeholders

1.7.1

1.7.2

1.7.3

1

1.7.4

Advice on impacts on protected nature conservation sites (Special
Protection Areas (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Ramsar
Sites, Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Marine Conservation
Zones (MCZ)) and designated landscapes (National Parks, The Broads
and National Landscapes (legally defined as Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty)) within England and out to 12 nautical miles of the English
coastline.

Acting at the consenting and licensing body for protected species licensing
in the terrestrial environment in England (this applies to all activities
undertaken landward of the mean low water mark).

Advice on EIA, the Habitats Regulations, the regulation of SSSI under the
Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) (WCA), as the licensing
body in respect of protected species.

Advice as a statutory consultee for development of and most
agricultural land and for the reclamation of minerals and waste

sites to agriculture.

1 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects-nsip-advice-on-working-with-
public-bodies-in-the-infrastructure-planning-process-annex-c-natural-e
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Advice on other issues within Natural statutory remit e.g. on
green infrastructure or environmental enhancement opportunities.

1.7.5

1.7.6

1.8 Status of this Version

1.8.1

1.8.2

1.8.3

1.8.4
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2. Summary of Consultation
2.1.1
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